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MINUTES
Council of Academic Deans
August 31, 1976

The Council of Academic Deans meeting was held in the Academic
Affairs Conference room on August 31, 1976. Members present were Deans
Russell, Mounce, Sutton, Brenner, Clark, Jenkins, Gray, Hardin, Davis,
Corts, and Hourigan. Dr. Regis O'Connor was a guest at the meeting.
As the first item of new business, the deans approved the minutes
of the August 18 and August 24 meetings with two corrections.
Dr. Davis asked Dr. O'Connor to comment on the University Lecture
Series and its organization for the 1976-77 year. Dr. O'Connor explained to the deans the progress which he had made in obtaining two
speakers for the forthcoming year. Dr. Herma Postma has been cons
dering the dates of October 15 through October 25 as a possible date
to visit the Western campus. This selection would be held in conjunction with the Ogden College of Science and Technology, and Dr. Postma's
topic would be along the lines of "Science, Technology, and Social
Responsibility."
This selection should be firmed up soon and at that
time Dr. O'Connor will communicate the exact details to the deans.
Also, the Royal Shakespeare Company has been contacted to conduct a
week of residency at Western in conjunction with the Fine Arts Festival.
Two evening lectures on the evenings of April 21 and 22 would be
sponsored by the University Lecture Series in cooperation with the
Potter College of Arts and Humanities. Dr. Davis indicated that the
deans had previously approved a motion to set up an advisory committee
on the University Lecture Series, and he asked that each dean submit
a recommendation for such a committee to Dr. O'Connor by Friday.
Several deans made the suggestion that the University Lecture Series
should be more academically oriented and less attention should be
paid to personalities with national platforms.
Dr. Davis asked Dr .. Sutton to comment briefly on the fall semester
registration. Dr. Sutton presented various statistics related to the
fall enrollment picture indicating that enrollment appeared to be
slightly ahead of last year's at this time. The deans commented that
they thought the various changes which had been made in the fall
registration had been very helpful.
Dr. Davis indicated that Dr. Sandefur had requested consideration
of the summer school calendar as it related to Owensboro Consortium
and asked if Dr. Brenner was prepared to comment on this. After Dr.
Brenner made several brief comments, Dr. Davis suggested that this
item be placed on the agenda for next week and requested that Dr.
Brenner, Dr. Sandefur, Dr. Clark, Dr. Chelf or others provide any
written material they had on this prior to the agenda being sent out
for the forthcoming meeting so that the deans would have some specific
proposals to study. Dr. Davis indicated that he would distribute the
material which had been sent to him by Dr. Taylor and indicated that
he would attempt to have Dr. Taylor at the meeting next week.
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Page Two - August 31, 1976
Dr. Davis presented the operating procedures for meetings of
the Council of Academic Deans and asked for comments. Considerable
discussion ensued.
It was agreed that agerida items would be brought
to each deans' meeting and the agenda and supporting materials would
be prepared while the meeting was in progress so that the deans could
have the agenda and supporting materials for th~ following week's
meeting as they left the current meeting. This procedure will be
initiated beginning withth~meeting of next week. There was also
considerable discussion about a format for th~ meeting with the depart
ment heads and th~ possibility of some oth~r type organization for
department heads. After considerable discussion, Dr. Jenkins moved
and Dr. Mounce seconded the motion that Items 1-8 be approved and that
Item 9 should be reviewed by each dean with their department heads
and that this item will be discussed at the next meeting. The motion
carried.

•

Dr. Davis asked Dr. Gray to present the proposal on credit for
directing theses and specialist projects. After Dr. Gray discussed
the background and status of th~proposal, Dr. Gray moved and Dr. Hardin
seconded the motion to approve the proposal. Th~ motion carried.
After considerable discussion about th~ operation of such a procedure,
Dr. Jenkins moved and Dr. Hourigan seconded th~ motion that this
recommendation be sent to the President. The motion carried .
It was agreed that th~ item submitted by Dr. Chelf would be
placed on ne~t week's agenda since Dr. Chelf was not present to dis
cuss the matter at this meeting. Dr. Davis also requested that the
deans consider the list of suggested dates for deans' reports. Dr.
Jenkins moved and Dr. Gray seconded the motion to approve the list
of suggested dates. The motion carried.
Under other business, Dr. Clark requested discussion concerning
the idea of setting up centers in various areas to coordinate extended
campus classes. Dr. Clark expressed concern about some of the ramifi
cations of such a procedure. Dr. Davis asked Dr. Clark to set up a
meeting with Dr. Chelf, Dr. Clark and Dr. Davis to discuss the matter.
The meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m.
Respectfully,

?.JLK Gth-,
Paul R. Corts
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